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The following Traffic Rules and Regulations are strictly enforced and are applicable to all 
PEDESTRIANS and persons operating MOTOR VEHICLES or BICYCLES on any property 
managed by the Golden Rain Foundation or owned by the Mutual Corporations. 
 
1. DEFINITIONS: 

 
1.1. The term “MOTOR VEHICLE” as used herein is a vehicle that is self-propelled, 

including Segway human- transporter-type vehicles. 

1.2.  The term “IN LEISURE WORLD” as used herein means on any property 
managed by the Golden Rain Foundation or owned by the Mutual Corporations. 

1.3.  The term “RESIDENT” as used herein means any owner or shareholder or legal 
occupant such as qualified permanent resident under the age of 55, a co-
occupant {a residing non-owner}, a caregiver, or a non-resident co-owner, joint 
tenant living IN LEISURE WORLD. 

1.4.  The term “VISITOR” as used herein means any person who is not an owner, 
shareholder or legal occupant as described above living IN LEISURE WORLD. 

1.5.  The term “EMPLOYEE” means a person who is employed by the Golden Rain 
Foundation, either on a full-time, part-time or temporary basis, and employees 
of the contract companies doing business IN LEISURE WORLD. 

1.6.  The term “GOLF CART” means a MOTOR VEHICLE having not less than three 
wheels in contact with the ground, having an unladed weight of less than 1,300 
pounds, which is designed to be and is operated at no more than 20 mph, and 
has a maximum width of 48”. 

1.7.  The term “LSV (LOW SPEED VEHICLE)” means a MOTOR VEHICLE similar 
to and including a gem car, which is designed to travel in excess of 20 MPH 
with a maximum speed of 25 MPH.  LSVs less than 48” in width shall be driven 
in accordance with the rules and regulations established for GOLF CARTS.  
LSVs more than 48” in width are prohibited from all walkways and sidewalks.   

1.8. The term “PEDESTRIAN” means any person who is afoot or who is using a 
means of conveyance propelled by human power other than a bicycle.  
PEDESTRIAN also includes any person operating a self-propelled wheelchair, 
or motorized scooter, tricycle or quadricycle, and by reason of physical 
disability, is otherwise unable to move about as a person who is afoot. 
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1.9. The term “BICYCLE” means a device upon which any person can ride, 
propelled exclusively by human power through a belt, chain, or gears, and 
having one or more wheels. 

1.10. Roller skates, roller blades, skate boards, razor-type scooters, and similar items 
may not be used IN LEISURE WORLD. 

2. APPLICABILITY OF REGULATIONS: 
 

2.1. Except as otherwise stated herein, Division 11, Rules of the Road, and Division 
12, Equipment of Vehicles, of the most current California Vehicle Code, and all 
amendments or revisions apply IN LEISURE WORLD to all PEDESTRIANS and 
persons operating MOTOR VEHICLES or BICYCLES. 

2.2. The exception to Section 2.1 is that a RESIDENT is not required to have a 
driver’s license to operate a GOLF CART IN LEISURE WORLD. 

2.3. Registration is not required for GRF service vehicles. 

2.4. VISITORS are required to observe all regulations regarding the operation of 
MOTOR VEHICLES and parking within LEISURE WORLD. 

2.4.1. Commercial vehicles belonging to VISITORS of RESIDENTS 
which are too large to park within a standard parking space, or 
create a hazard, except when obviously loading and/or 
unloading items, must be parked in the parking facility located 
west of Clubhouse Four, space permitting 

2.5. Commercial vehicles must be driven in such a manner as to conform to all 
regulations with respect to operation of vehicles and parking.  Persistent 
violators of the LEISURE WORLD TRAFFIC RULES AND REGULATIONS may 
be denied entrance into LEISURE WORLD by management. 

2.6. RESIDENTS, EMPLOYEES, and VISITORS may not use a handheld cell 
phone while operating a MOTOR VEHICLE, GOLF CART, or BICYCLE within 
LEISURE WORLD as consistent with California state law (effective July 1, 
2008). 

 



1920-37 
 

COMMUNITY OPERATIONS 
 
VEHICLE AND PEDESTRIAN CODE 
 
Traffic Rules and Regulations  
 

 

(Apr 08) 
Page 3 of 14 

2.6.1. RESIDENTS, EMPLOYEES, AND VISITORS may not wear any 
headset covering, or any earplugs, in both ears while driving IN 
LEISURE WORLD.  There are exceptions for persons operating 
authorized emergency vehicles, special construction or 
maintenance equipment and refuse collection equipment, and 
for any person wearing personal hearing protectors designed to 
attenuate injurious noise levels and which do not inhibit the 
wearer’s ability to hear a siren or horn from an emergency 
vehicle or horn from another MOTOR VEHICLE, and for any 
person using a prosthetic device which aids the hard of hearing.  

3. LICENSING, PASSES AND DECAL REQUIREMENTS 
 

3.1.  Any person operating a MOTOR VEHICLE IN LEISURE WORLD shall be 
required to have a valid Driver’s License in their possession when operating 
said MOTOR VEHICLE and is further required to present such license to any 
member of the Security Department upon request. 

3.2.  VEHICLES including golf carts and LSVs owned by a RESIDENT or GRF or 
Los Alamitos Medical Center (LAMC) EMPLOYEE must have a valid decal 
issued by the Security Department displayed on the windshield.  

3.3.  Issuance of a RESIDENT, EMPLOYEE or clergy decal by Security Department 
personnel will be contingent upon presentation of the following: 

3.3.1. Current vehicle registration listing the Leisure World RESIDENT 
or EMPLOYEE as owner. 

3.3.2. Current RESIDENT or EMPLOYEE identification card. 

3.3.3. Clergy must show Driver’s license, current vehicle registration, 
and car license number. 

3.4. Decals must show a month and year of expiration in order to be valid.  

3.5. Any applicant for a business, domestic (caregiver) or clergy pass who intends 
on operating a MOTOR VEHICLE IN LEISURE WORLD shall be required to 
present a valid Driver’s License and current registration. 
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4. AREAS OF AUTHORIZED USE FOR MOTOR VEHICLES: 
 

4.1. Except as provided in Sections 8.2, 8.3, 8.4, and 8.5, no MOTOR VEHICLE 
shall be operated IN LEISURE WORLD except on streets, driveways, and 
designated parking areas designed for such use. 

5. SPEED LIMITS: 
 

5.1. Drivers of all MOTOR VEHICLES, including bicycles, golf carts, LSVs, etc. shall 
not exceed 25 miles per hour (MPH) or the posted speed limit. 

6. USE OF DIRECTIONAL SIGNALS AND HEADLIGHTS: 
 

6.1. Drivers of all MOTOR VEHICLES, including bicycles, golf carts, LSVs, etc., 
must signal intent of directional change (including emerging onto roadway from 
parked position) by use of electric or approved hand signal. 

6.2. All MOTOR VEHICLES driven on roadways at night must have headlights on. 

6.2.1. All MOTOR VEHICLES must have headlights on when 
windshield wipers are in operation. 

6.3. All MOTOR VEHICLE drivers approaching and/or entering any Leisure World 
gate are asked to place their vehicle’s headlights in the parking light position in 
order to provide better visibility for the gate guard. 

6.4. All MOTOR VEHICLE drivers attempting to make a U-turn IN LEISURE 
WORLD shall have an unobstructed view for 200 feet in both directions.  

7. PARKING: 
 

7.1.  MOTOR VEHICLES may be parked against a curb or sidewalk so designated 
as a parking area in Section 7.2.  At no time may a MOTOR VEHICLE be parked 
with any portion of the MOTOR VEHICLE on a sidewalk.  

7.2.  For the purpose of identifying parking limitations, the following curb markings 
shall be applicable: 
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7. PARKING: (Con’t) 

 

a. Red Curb:  No parking 

b. Green Curb:  Not to exceed 15 or 30 minutes (unlimited parking in 
green zone with handicapped placard).  *Green zones are 
conveniently located in areas where short parking intervals are 
help to RESIDENTS, such as the Pharmacy and Health Care 
Center.  Usually these are 15- or 30-minutes zones, but vary as 
marked.  

c. Yellow Curb:  Loading and unloading only. 

d. Blue Curb:  Disabled persons parking only. 

e. Unpainted:  Parking permitted unless posted. 

f. Fire Hydrants:  Red curbing for a maximum of 15 feet on both 
sides of the fire hydrant. 

g. Mail Boxes:  Red curbing for a maximum of 15 feet on both sides 
of the mail box. 

h. Bus Stops:  Red curbing for a maximum of 60 feet to provide for 
loading and unloading of buses. 

i. Intersections:  On request, the curbing on Trust street 
intersections may be painted red for a distance of 30 feet away 
from the intersection.  Street intersections include intersections 
between Trust streets and carport driveways, parking lots and 
other vehicular entrance points. 

j. Emergency and Service Access:  On request, areas on Trust 
streets may be painted red for a distance of 10 feet in front of a 
walkway area to allow emergency vehicle access where structures 
restrict turning radius. 

k. Narrow Traffic Lanes:  Parking shall not be permitted on roadway 
sections where traffic lanes are less than 16 feet from curbing to 
lane marking.  The curbing in these areas shall be painted red.  

7.3.  MOTOR VEHICLES shall be parked as close to the curb as is practical in a 
parallel position, but in no event further than 12 inches from said curb (unless 
otherwise directed in the case of diagonal or other parking as indicated by 
painting striping). 
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7.3.1. Parking on all Trust Streets (streets having names) shall be in 
the direction of the flow of traffic in all cases of parallel parking. 

7.4.  Parking areas on the west and east sides of the Amphitheater are designated 
EMPLOYEE parking spaces during business hours.  RESIDENTS are 
prohibited from using the EMPLOYEE spaces during business hours. 

7.4.1. Certain parking spaces in the north and east areas of the lot are 
painted green to indicate a limited parking time for MOTOR 
VEHICLES belonging to RESIDENTS and business VISITORS, 
or left unpainted to indicate availability to non-employees for a 
longer time frame.  Non-resident parking is allowed at the green-
curbed, 20-minute parking slots only.  MOTOR VEHICLES 
belonging to non-residents may not be parked in the 
Amphitheater parking lot.  The northwest corner of the 
Amphitheater parking lot is a “no parking” area.  The first two 
spaces due east are green-striped, limited time parking spaces. 

7.4.2. Parking spaces in the Health Care Center parking lot, unless 
otherwise marked, will be for RESIDENTS of Seal Beach 
Leisure World during business hours. 

7.5.  Overnight parking is not allowed by RESIDENTS or guests in the Health Care 
Center, Clubhouse Five, or Clubhouse Six parking lots.  Parking is permitted for 
up to 72 hours in the parking lots of Clubhouse One, Two, Three, and Four, and 
the Amphitheater (except the RV area – see Section 7.13). 

7.6. Parking on the curb or sidewalk by any MOTOR VEHICLE or trailer other than 
certain EMPLOYEE vehicles is prohibited at all times. 

7.7. Washing vehicles on the streets IN LEISURE WORLD is prohibited at all times. 

7.8. Carports are the responsibility of the respective Mutual Corporations.  See 
policy series 7502 for details. 

7.9. Any vehicle without proof of registration or with an expired registration may not 
be parked on Trust Streets. 

7.10. RESIDENTS’ vehicles without a Seal Beach Leisure World decal may not be 
parked on Trust Streets. 
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7.11.  7.11 Trailers not connected to a vehicle may not be parked on Trust Streets 
(RV – See Section 7.13). 

7.12. RESIDENT owners may park their RV in front of their apartment, or as near to 
their apartment as is safely possible, for up to 48 hours for the purpose of 
loading or unloading.  Mutual Seventeen Only:  Mutual Seventeen resident 
owners/lessees and their guests only may park their RV in front of their condo, 
or as near to their condo as is safely possible, for up to 72 hours for the purpose 
of loading and unloading.  

7.12.1. VISITORS may park their RV in front of their RESIDENT host’s 
apartment, or as near as is safely possible, for up to 7 days 
PROVIDED the host notifies the Security Department AND 
posts the host RESIDENT’S name and telephone number in a 
conspicuous place in the right front window, or windshield in the 
case of a MOTOR VEHICLE. 

7.12.2. For the purpose of providing additional room for VISITORS, 
RESIDENT owners may park their RV in front of their apartment, 
or as near as is safely possible, for up to 7 days PROVIDED the 
RESIDENT notifies the Security Department AND posts their 
name and telephone number in a conspicuous space in the right 
window of the vehicle. 

7.12.3. RVs may not be parked on any curb or walk, or any place that 
any other vehicle may not legally park.  Hoses or electric cords 
may not be passed to such vehicle across any walkway or 
roadway, nor can anything be discharged from a RV onto the 
ground, pavement or into any open container.  Exterior 
protruding items, such as steps or louvered windows, are not 
allowed. 

7.13.  The Security Department reserves the right to have an RV relocated to the west 
side of the Clubhouse Four parking lot if, in its judgment, the parking of the RV 
causes a hazard or definite inconvenience to neighbors. 

7.14. RESIDENT owners or visitors may park their RV or detached RV in the parking 
lot west of Clubhouse Four for up to 14 days PROVIDED that the name of the 
owner of the vehicle and the telephone number of the RESIDENT host, in case 
of visitors, is posted conspicuously in the right front window of the trailer or in 
the windshield of the RV.  In all cases, the Security Department must be notified 



1920-37 
 

COMMUNITY OPERATIONS 
 
VEHICLE AND PEDESTRIAN CODE 
 
Traffic Rules and Regulations  
 

 

(Apr 08) 
Page 8 of 14 

immediately of such parking. Extensions may be granted by the Security and 
Transportation Manager for humanitarian purposes. 

7.14.1. Visitors who park their RV in the parking lot west of Clubhouse 
Four may not house a pet. 

7.14.2. RVs that are equipped with generators must park along the 
south wall or in the center of the lot. 

7.14.3. Generators shall not be operated before 8:00 a.m. or after 9:00 
p.m. 

7.15. Making non-emergency repairs to any MOTOR VEHICLE IN LEISURE WORLD 
is not permitted. 

8. GOLF CARTS AND LSVs (Low-Speed Vehicles): 

8.1. LSVs shall follow all the provisions of the California Vehicle Code and the 
regulations listed in the Leisure World Seal Beach Traffic Rules and 
Regulations and the policies of the Mutual Corporations.  A Leisure World 
vehicle decal is required on all GOLF CARTS and LSVs. 

8.1.1. LSVs must meet federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards, Title 
49, Part 571 Subpart B, Section 571.500, S1 through S5 (a), S5 
(b) 1 through 10. 

8.1.2. GOLF CARTS or LSVs used during night operations must have 
headlights, brake lights, and directional signals. 

8.2.  Driving a GOLF CART or LSV less than 48” in width on a sidewalk shall be 
permissible only from the point of origin to the nearest driveway or place of exit 
to the street. 

8.2.1. Driving a LSV more than 48” in width is prohibited on all 
walkways and sidewalks. 

8.3. While driving a GOLF CART or LSV less than 48” in width on a Trust street, 
walkway, or sidewalk, the driver of the GOLF CART or LSV less than 48” in 
width shall yield the right of way to all PEDESTRIANS and shall not, under any 
circumstances, travel at a speed greater than is reasonable and prudent, having 
due regard for the safety of all PEDESTRIANS on the sidewalk. 
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8.4. Maintenance MOTOR VEHICLES, when utilized by EMPLOYEES for the 
purpose of providing maintenance service to Leisure World Mutual 
Corporations, shall be permitted to travel on sidewalks, lawns, and walkways 
as necessary to efficiently provide such maintenance services.  Maintenance 
MOTOR VEHICLES shall not be operated at such a speed as to pose a hazard 
to PEDESTRIANS and, unless unavoidable due to emergency maintenance, 
said MOTOR VEHICLES shall not be parked so as to block any normal 
PEDESTRIAN right of way, i.e., sidewalk, walkway or carport. 

8.4.1. Gasoline-powered vehicles are prohibited from using sidewalks 
adjacent to Trust streets.  EXCEPTION:  golf carts, medical 
emergency vehicles belonging to the Health Care Center; 
service vehicles belonging to the Golden Rain Foundation; and 
service vehicles belonging to contractors or vendors that are 
designed for sidewalk use and are doing business with 
RESIDENTS or Mutual Corporations.  

8.5. ANY VISITOR driving a GOLF CART or LSV must have a valid driver’s license 
and be accompanied by a RESIDENT. 

9. BICYCLES (NON-MOTORIZED): 

9.1.  While riding a BICYCLE on a street or sidewalk, the rider has the responsibility 
of following the safety rules listed herein. 

9.2. While riding a BICYCLE on a sidewalk, the rider shall yield the right of way to 
all PEDESTRIANS and shall not, under any circumstances, travel at a speed 
greater than is reasonable and prudent, having due regard for the safety of all 
PEDESTRIANS on the sidewalk. 

9.3. Any BICYCLE owned by a Leisure World RESIDENT may be registered with 
the Security Department. 

9.4. BICYCLES may not be ridden within the confines of Clubhouses.  BICYCLES 
must be walked in internal corridors, under roof overhangs, and in breezeways. 

9.5. The following equipment is required while riding a BICYCLE on a street or 
sidewalk IN LEISURE WORLD: 

9.5.1. A brake which enables the operator to make one braked wheel 
skid on dry, level, and clean pavement. 
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9.5.2. Handlebars that are not raised so high that the operator must 
elevate their hands above the level of their shoulders in order to 
grasp the normal steering grip area. 

9.6. BICYCLES shall not be of a size as to prevent the operator from safely stopping 
the BICYCLE, supporting it in an upright position with at least one foot on the 
ground, and restarting it in a safe manner. 

9.7. BICYCLES operated during darkness shall be equipped with the following: 

9.7.1. A lamp emitting a white light that illuminates the street or 
sidewalk and is visible from a distance of 300 feet to the front 
and sides of the bicycle. 

9.7.2. A red reflector mounted on the rear of the BICYCLE which is 
visible from a distance of 500 feet to the rear of the vehicle. 

9.7.3. A white or yellow reflector mounted on each pedal which is 
visible from 200 feet to the front and rear of the BICYCLE, 
except BICYCLES which are equipped with reflectorized tires 
on the front and rear need not be equipped with side reflectors.  
All reflectorized tires must meet DMV requirements. 

9.7.4. A lamp or lamp combination, emitting a white light attached to 
the operator and visible from a distance of 300 feet in front and 
from the sides of the BICYCLE, may be used in place of the 
lamp attached to the BICYCLE. 

9.8. When operating a  BICYCLE at a speed less than the normal speed of traffic 
moving in the same direction at such time, the rider shall ride as close as 
practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway except under any of 
the following situations: 

a. When overtaking and passing another BICYCLE or MOTOR 
VEHICLE proceeding in the same direction. 

b. When preparing for a left turn at an intersection or into a driveway. 

c. When reasonably necessary to avoid conditions (including, but not 
limited to, fixed or moving objects, bicycles, pedestrians, animals, 
surface hazards, or substandard width lanes) that make it unsafe to 
continue along the right-hand curb or edge.  For purposes of this 
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section, a “substandard width lane” is a lane that is too narrow for 
a bicycle and a vehicle to travel safely side by side within the lane. 

9.9.  Any person operating a BICYCLE on a one-way street with two or more marked 
traffic lanes may ride as near the left-hand curb or edge of the roadway as 
practicable. 

9.10. Signals by hand and arm shall be given in the following manner: 

9.10.1. Left turn – Left hand and arm extended horizontally beyond the 
side of the BICYCLE. 

9.10.2. Right turn – Left hand and arm extended upward beyond the 
side of the BICYCLE or right hand and arm extended 
horizontally to the right side of the BICYCLE. 

10. PEDESTRIANS IN ROADWAYS: 

10.1.  Every PEDESTRIAN upon a roadway shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles 
upon the roadway so near as to constitute an immediate hazard. 

10.1.1. The driver of a MOTOR VEHICLE shall yield the right-of-way to 
a PEDESTRIAN crossing the roadway within any marked 
crosswalk or within any unmarked crosswalk at an intersection, 
except as otherwise provided in these rules and regulations. 

10.1.2. This section does not relieve a PEDESTRIAN from the duty of 
using due care for his or her safety.  A PEDESTRIAN may not 
suddenly leave a curb or other place of safety and walk or run 
into the path of a MOTOR VEHICLE that is so close as to 
constitute an immediate hazard.  A PEDESTRIAN may not 
unnecessarily stop or delay traffic while in a marked or 
unmarked crosswalk. 

10.1.3. The driver of a MOTOR VEHICLE approaching a PEDESTRIAN 
within any marked or unmarked crosswalk shall exercise all due 
care and shall reduce the speed of the vehicle or take any other 
action relating to the operation of the MOTOR VEHICLE as 
necessary to safeguard the safety of the PEDESTRIAN. 
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10.1.4. Section 10.1.2 does not relieve a driver of a MOTOR VEHICLE 
from the duty of exercising due care for the safety of any 
PEDESTRIAN within any marked or unmarked crosswalk or 
within any unmarked crosswalk at an intersection. 

10.2. Whenever any MOTOR VEHICLE has stopped at a marked or unmarked 
crosswalk at an intersection to permit a PEDESTRIAN to cross the roadway, 
the driver of any other vehicle approaching from the rear shall not overtake and 
pass the stopped vehicle. 

10.3. A PEDESTRIAN may not walk upon any roadway if a sidewalk is available.  

10.4. A totally or partially blind PEDESTRIAN who is carrying a predominantly white 
cane (with or without a red tip), or using a guide dog, shall have the right-of-
way. 

11. REPORTING ACCIDENTS: 

11.1.  The driver of any MOTOR VEHICLE or BICYCLE involved in any accident 
resulting in death or injury to any person shall immediately stop and notify the 
Seal Beach Police Department and the Security Department of their identity and 
the particulars of the accident. 

11.2.  The driver of any MOTOR VEHICLE or BICYCLE involved in any accident 
resulting in damage to property, including a MOTOR VEHICLE, shall identify 
themselves to the owner or individual in control of said property, if present, 
within twelve (12) hours, and they shall notify the Leisure World Security 
Department of their identity and the particulars of the accident within twelve (12) 
hours.  This shall be in addition to any laws established by the State of 
California. 

12. TOWING POLICY 

12.1.  The Security Department has been authorized by the Boards of Directors to 
enforce the traffic rules of this community in compliance with Vehicle Code 
Section 22658, which may result in the towing of a vehicle at the vehicle owner’s 
expense.  The Security Department is authorized to tow abandoned, stored, 
and/or inoperable vehicles after requesting compliance to remove the vehicle.  
If no compliance is made within ten (10) days of written or verbal notification, 
vehicle will be subject to tow.  When impossible to notify owner, MOTOR 
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VEHICLE may be towed twenty-one (21) days after Security Department issues 
a citation.  

12.2. MOTOR VEHICLES parked in a no parking zone, in handicapped spaces 
without a proper placard, in properly-posted construction zones, in front of fire 
hydrants, or that are blocking entrances and exits, may be towed immediately 
at the registered owner’s expense. 

12.3. MOTOR VEHICLES leaking gasoline, oil, or any other hazardous fluid may be 
towed, at owner’s expense, if owner cannot be found. 

Also see Policies 1909, 1909.1, 1909.2, 1911, and 1914 which relate to speed limits, one-
way streets and handicap parking 
 
 
 
MUTUAL CONCURRENCE 
 
One:  11-19-09 
Two:  12-15-09 
Three:  12-09-09 
Four:  11-18-09 
Five:  11-18-09 
Six:  11-24-09 
Seven:  11-20-09 
Eight:  11-23-09 
Nine:   
Ten:  01-27-10 
Eleven: 12-04-09 
Twelve:  
Fourteen: 04-27-10 
Fifteen: 11-16-09 
Sixteen: 11-16-09 
Seventeen: 12-08-09 (as amended under Section 7.12) 
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POLICY         GOLDEN RAIN FOUNDATION 
Adopted: 15 Apr 08      Seal Beach, California 


